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A message from the President...
This will be our last newsletter of the year. We trust you have enjoyed them and
encourage you to renew your membership soon so you will not miss any. We
would like to thank those of you who have already responded to our appeal letter.
You’ve been generous with your contributions and your comments, expressing your
enthusiasm for our more frequent newsletters and the work that was completed on
the Old Cemetery. Keep 9/17/22 in mind as this is the date when we’ll need volunteers to continue our cemeteries restoration project.
Our annual meeting is scheduled for November 11 at 6:30 PM and we hope to hold
it in person at the Library. If we decide it’s prudent to use zoom we’ll post that on
Facebook (Pawlett Historical Society) and our website pawletthistoricalsociety.org
the week of November 2nd. The annual meeting is when we vote for our officers.
The slate for 2022 is:

TRUSTEES
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November 11, 2021
Pawlet Library—6:30 PM

Susan Hosley
Theresa Jones
Abbie Mahurin
Matthew Proft
Rhonda Schlangen
Stephen Williams
NEWSLETTER
Sarah Rath
Susan Hosley

President Rose Smith
Vice President Abbie Mahurin
Secretary John Malcolm
Treasurer Judy Coolidge
Historian Martha Schoenemann
Curator
Sarah Rath
We’d also like to thank Adam Vanderminden, Bob Jones, and Jordan Smith for
keeping our schoolhouse lawns mowed and to Keith Mason for snow removal this
past winter. We have many unsung heroes but they are four of our favorites.
Finally, it’s been my privilege to be your President for the past four years. I’ve enjoyed meeting so many of you in this capacity. I’d also like to thank my fellow trustees who dedicate their time and talent unstintingly to keep the Historical Society an
interesting and relevant organization. Our country’s 250th birthday is only a few
years away. We have many exciting ideas on how to celebrate that. We’ll need your
help and support so stay tuned!
Barry Meinerth
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“School Marm” Abbie Mahurin

Cemetery Restoration Day –a huge success!

Cemetery Restoration Day –a huge success!
On possibly the hottest and most humid day in August a
crew of about 30 eager volunteers worked for the morning
cleaning and resetting headstones and clearing brush in the
Old Cemetery on Cemetery Hill Road. We were led by Tom
Giffin from the Vt. Old Cemetery Assn. whose enthusiasm
for the task was infectious. Much was accomplished and we
encourage you to visit the cemetery where you will now be
able to read the headstones and admire the beautiful carved
stone decorations. We have scheduled our next cemetery
cleaning on Sept. 17, 2022 when we hope the weather will
be cooler! Thanks to all who participated!

Braintree School Open House 2021
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Resetting a headstone

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPEAL
Thank you to those who have responded to our annual appeal. If you have not yet done so, please consider renewing
your membership. This appeal makes possible projects and events held throughout the coming year.
Please use the form below and mail to: Pawlett Historical Society, PO Box 113, Pawlet, VT 05761
Membership includes receiving the PHS Newsletter three or four times a year and welcomed attendance at all programs and special events.

Name/Names ______________________________
Mailing Address_________________________________

[ ] $10 single membership

Town/City ________________________________
State ________ Zip_________

[ ] $15 family
[ ] $25 contributing
Amount enclosed: $__________Date:_________
The cleaning of a headstone: spraying with water and D2, scrubbing with a gentle brush, time and rain for the product to work.

[ ] $50 sustaining

October 2021 • Pawlett Historical Society • Page 3

Cont. from pg. 3-Butternut

The Butternut Bend Store
Joyce Baker
Reprint from August 2006

The history of the Butternut Bend Store depends a
great deal on hearsay. I have heard the "old timers" of
that period discuss the first Butternut Bend Store as
being located on Route 30 to the north, across from
where Brenda and Nate Smith live now. That store
was really only an ice cream store, selling homemade
ice cream. The ice cream must have been made in a
hand-cranked freezer, since electricity had not come
through North Pawlet at that time.
My first encounter with the Butternut Bend Store
was in 1936, when I was ten years old. My parents had
moved us all back to Pawlet, having lived the previous
three years in Mallets Bay, VT. We had moved north
to find work, my stepfather having been laid off the
railroad where he was an engineer. In 1936 the quarries began to hire, and slowly, to flourish once more.
The Butternut Bend Store, however, remained constant. It was owned by Friend and Libby Richmond.
They sold sandwiches, coffee, soda and homemade ice
cream. Whenever my brother and I could locate a
nickel, we would walk down to the store to purchase a
double dip ice cream cone, and I don't believe I have
ever had a cone that tasted any better.
In the rear of Richmond's store, the gentlemen of
that era could avail themselves of a little more potent
liquid refreshment. Pawlet was apparently a "dry
town" during some of this period. Sometime during
the forties, the townspeople voted yes on the article
regarding the sale of alcohol in the stores. Pawlet became a "wet" town. My neighbor, Mabel Scott, was
sure after that vote that all the men in Pawlet would
now become alcoholics, her husband John included.
Sometime during the early forties, Bessie Kibling
came into possession of the store. I was told that Bessie and Libby Richmond were relatives. Glen and Bessie moved their large family to the Butternut Bend
property and began to add on to the store. Glen had a
meager stock of groceries. It was a difficult period of
time, with war looming on the horizon. Some food
items were beginning to be in short supply, and it was
not long before gasoline and many other items were
rationed. It became difficult to have produce delivered,
if it was available. This was not an era in which Mom
and Pop stores flourished. Stores such as Russell
Clark's, and Vernon Young's in Pawlet actually came
to the homes in the area, picked up the grocery list in
the morning, and delivered the goods in the afternoon.
People were not traveling as they do today; so deliveries to the home were in abundance. The milk man and
bread trucks delivered also, so there was no need for
an extra car or a trip to the store.

Butternut Bend Store, circa 1973. Photographer: Neil Rappaport

In 1952 the Kiblings sold the store to George and
Leora Clark. The Clarks painted, cleaned, and added
shelves and coolers. Most of these items were used merchandise, such as the walk in cooler and the old watercooled coke machine. In early 1953 Clarks' opened for
business, selling out of packing boxes they had not had
time to unpack. It was the beginning of a venture that
would last 40 years. Many Pawlet residents, as well as
visitors who stopped over the years, remember the store
with fondness. Depending on the time of year there
could be a "town meeting," a fish and game discussion,
or a presidential discussion going on. A good seat in the
"house" was the coke cooler or the ice cream freezer. A
little less comfortable were the upturned milk crates.
Clarks' sold a bit of everything George was a
shrewd trader, and I don't believe he ever came up short
on a deal. The Clarks took over Butternut Bend at a
time that was ripe for the Mom and Pop era. I truly do
not believe he ever came out short on his bargaining
and trading deals. As well as an excellent stock of groceries, he also bought and sold guns. He stocked all the
most popular ammunitions, also fish poles, lines, hooks
and flies. Hunting and fishing licenses were sold, sometimes at midnight the day before deer season. Those
were the days when we actually had deer to hunt.
Every inch of the walls in Clarks' store held merchandise that was for sale. Guns were displayed on the
back wall, and in the front of the store stood the old
Nabisco cookie rack. The cookies were encased behind
glass doors, easily opened by many small hands when
George invited them to take a cookie. It was the delight
of many small girls when George called them "old lady."
Along with the dry goods, there was a good supply
of groceries. Meats were purchased from Swift and
cheese at first came from NY State. George's comment
was that it was aged in Vermont. Eventually Cabot
Cont. on pg. 4 - Butternut

cheeses were delivered in abundance. The gas pumps
drew in a great many customers. It was a full service
station; even your windshield was washed.
Neil Rappaport spent many years photographing
a wide variety of customers who entered the store.
The back wall of the store soon became a gallery exhibiting the very life of Pawlet. One had only to study
these pictures to know the many and varied lives in
this small town...the farmer, the quarryman, the factory worker, housewives, teachers, the sheepherder, the
lawyer and the doctor. Looking at the pictures of the
children on this wall one could see that they were
welcome in the store.
In the mid-seventies and into the early eighties,
the country again experienced some shortages, the
primary shortage being gasoline. Gas was rationed to
the station owner. He could purchase only as much as
he had purchased in any given month of the previous
year. The Blue Laws were also resurrected at this
time. The people were asked not to drive on Sundays,
but that request was ignored. It was a short-lived
shortage, but the price did not go down again. The old
pumps that only pumped to .99 had all been reworked
to go over a dollar a gallon. Around 1990 the gas
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tanks were removed from the ground and George
found replacement prohibitive. With the gas pumps
gone, the store was not so busy, and business was decidedly down. George, however, was still there, and
the regulars around the neighborhood remained faithful. The call of the Big Box stores, however, has taken
a toll on the Mom and Pop stores in the area, and Butternut Bend was no exception. George passed away in
May of 1993, and another era in our history passed
away with him. I always remember him saying,
"Everything is for sale, for the right price."
Chriss Mars opened another Butternut Bend Store
in the late 1990s or the early 2000s. He carried some
groceries, also dairy and had Boar's Head meats. He
ran a deli, made sandwiches, which could be eaten on
the premises. Again, the lack of gas pumps kept business at a minimum. Today's public tends to lean toward one stop shopping, and the "bigger the better"
seems to be the mindset.
A young family has taken over the Butternut
Bend Store and it is now Haynes Tree Service and so
business at Butternut Bend continues.
Joyce Baker was a lifelong resident of North Pawlet and
a clerk at Butternut Bend store for many years.

2021 Ice Cream Social with Guest Speaker, Mike Barbieri

Photos this page: Susan Hosley

