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President’s Message from Barry Meinerth
Once again we thank all those who
responded so enthusiastically to last
fall’s annual appeal. The generosity of
our community allows us to continue to
support the renovation of the Town
Hall’s second floor auditorium. The
most recent phase is the repair of the
historic painted ceiling.
We also hope to cooperate with the
Cemetery Committee to ensure that
grave sites from the 18th and 19th
Centuries are maintained. There are a
number of historic cemeteries in
Pawlet, some in better condition than
others. We are determining how to
assess and fund these needs.
Elsewhere in this newsletter you’ll read
of some interesting programs we’re
putting on this year. Be sure to check
out our next speaker and also our
sponsorship of the “Up Home” exhibit
coming this summer.

Finally, I received an unexpected note
from Dale DelNero of Endicott, New York
offering the Society a book for our
collection: “Daboll’s Schoolmaster’s
Assistant: being a plain, practical system
of Arithmetic,” published in 1842. The
book had been owned by Dale’s great,
great uncle John J. Humphrey. As it
turns out, John’s great, great nephew
was the Reverend Donald Nelson Jones
(1950-2017) of West Pawlet. It was
Donald and his wife Anna who donated
the Braintree School to the Pawlett
Historical Society in 1973-74.

We are grateful to the Humphreys, the
Jones, and finally to Dale and Andrea
DelNero for their gift. Come to the
Braintree School open house next
October to experience what arithmetic
looked like in the middle of the 19th
Century.

Barry Meinerth, PHS President

HISTORIAN
Martha Schoenemann

June 7—8, Friday - Saturday, Pawlet Fire House, Pawlet Village
Pawlett Historical Society Annual Tag Sale

June 7, 8:30 AM on, drop off donations for tag and bake sale (no electronics/clothing) June 8, 9
AM—1 PM, Come browse for treasures!
Watch for more information on these additional events:
Down Home Exhibit: Hand-Colored Photographs by Susanne & Neil Rappaport

Photos of the Minnie Griswold home taken 30 years after her death in 1952,
on exhibit at the Pawlet Town Hall in June and July

If you have forgotten to
renew your membership, a
renewal envelope is enclosed
for your convenience. We
appreciate your support in
helping us preserve Pawlet's
history for future generations.

Pawlett Historical Society Annual Ice Cream Social

Coming in August, to be combined with our first “Down on the Farm” exhibit and speakers
All our events are free and open to the public.

Motoring in Pawlet
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Painting Donated to PHS Captures a Moment in 1937
We extend a warm welcome to our newest PHS
Trustee Andy Mahurin. Andy grew up in the hills of
Southern Missouri. He and his wife Abbie moved to
Pawlet in October 2017.

In December art historian and collector Warren
Broderick of Troy, NY, donated a painting by
Marion Huse to our collection. Knowing that the
painting was of Pawlet, he wanted to return it to
the place that had inspired its creation. It
depicts a scene from our village center: a woman
feeds chickens roaming the dirt driveway. The
perspective is from what is today Route 133
looking towards the Franklin Hotel (now Mach’s
Market). It also shows the store that was to the
right of the Franklin Hotel, on the corner of
Route 30 and School Street, a structure which is
no longer standing. The painting is inscribed on
the back: “Pawlet, Vt. – 1937.”

Andy has two passions in life: history and flyfishing. He currently works for Green Mountain
Timber Frames in Middletown Springs and is the
owner of Mettawee Valley Angler, a fly-fishing
guide service that serves all of Southern Vermont.
Along with fishing, Andy enjoys hiking, traveling,
camping, participating in living history events and
spending time with friends and family. He is excited
to become involved with the Pawlett Historical
Society.
Andy Mahurin

Down on the Farm by Sarah Rath
Pawlet’s rich tradition of farming is the center of a
recent push by our board of trustees and local
expert on the subject, Fred Stone. Our goal is to
document the status and transitions of farmers and
farming in the area since the 1940's. We will be
focusing on how forces within and outside the
Pawlet area effected changes in farming, farm crops
and animals, farming techniques, farm buildings,
and machinery.
We have started recording oral histories of the
farmers of the Mettowee Valley and West Pawlet,
collecting photos, farm-related records, advertising,
and other related agricultural artifacts. We hope to

encompass other related areas, such as maple
syrup production, farm product marketing, farm
organizations, and cooperatives. This will be a
multiyear effort, starting with the oral histories.
As the project advances and expands we envision
programing for our community including
exhibits, programs with local panels, possible
school connections, and social media content.
If you are a farmer or live on a former working
farm, you can look forward to a visit from one of
our interviewers. Interest in this project is
building, and we are taking suggestions for
programs and ideas for exhibits. For more
information, call John Malcolm at 802 325-3424.

Marion Huse (1896-1967) was an important
regionalist painter and print maker who lived in
Springfield, MA, and had a studio in Pownal,
VT, in the late 1920s. As part of her 50-year

Vermont’s Remarkable Sharpshooters and
Gettysburg
Presented by author and Civil War Historian Howard
Coffin, April 25 , 7:00 PM, Pawlet Town Hall
During the Civil War Vermont sent far more
sharpshooters to the Union armies than any
other state, on a per capita basis. By the
hundreds, Vermont marksmen passed the
rigorous marksmanship test to join one of three
Vermont companies. And sharpshooters from
this state played a little-known but major role at
Gettysburg, the great Union victory that
changed the Civil War’s course.
Presenter Howard Coffin is a seventh
generation Vermonter with six ancestors who
served in Vermont Civil War regiments. He has

career as a New England artist, teacher, and art
school administrator, Huse also worked for the
WPA, part of the New Deal between the years 193343. The trustees are pleased to accept this generous
gift and will be looking for local exhibit
opportunities to share this treasure with the public.

given more than 300 talks on the Civil War in
Vermont alone, and leads tours of Civil War
battlefields. A member of the Vermont
Sesquicentennial Commission, he was appointed
by the U.S. Senate to the Civil War Sites Advisory
Commission and served on the boards of the
Association for the Preservation of Civil War Sites
and the Civil War Trust. Long involved in historic
preservation, he delivered the keynote address
dedicating the Vermont Monument on the
Wilderness Battlefield.
Coffin and Vermont U. S. Senator James Jeffords
led efforts to add 500 acres where the Vermont
Brigade fought to the Fredericksburg and
Spotsylvania National Military Park. His books
include Full Duty: Vermonters in the Civil
War; Nine Months to Gettysburg; The Battered
Stars; and Guns Over the Champlain
Valley and Something Abides: Discovering the
Civil War in Today’s Vermont.
Join us for this return visit of one of our favorite
speakers!

This program is free, open to the public, and is
accessible to those with disabilities. It is
sponsored by the Vermont Humanities Council
and the Pawlett Historical Society.
Scenes from the Griswold Farm
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Signs of Change by Ken Major
The Bennington Museum recently contacted the
PHS about some signs from the River Road/Route
30 intersection in their collection which may date
back to the turn of the 20th century. Indications of
Granville being “Wet” and Pawlet “Dry” capture a
time when a town’s position on alcohol sales appears to have been just as important as its distance and direction. These local signs from more
than a century ago are artifacts of the tumultuous
history of alcohol’s use, misuse, and legal standing
in Vermont and the U.S. more broadly, and offer a
window into some of the more curious aspects of
American morality.
Vermont, so often an outlier in early American history, was no different in its relationship to alcohol:
in 1852 it became just the second U.S. state to forbid it.1 This was an astonishing shift in cultural
habit from the Colonial and early American days.
As Pawlet’s own historian Heil Hollister wrote in
1886 of “intoxicating drinks” during the first decades of Pawlet: “their use had so permeated every
fibre of society that no enterprise was undertaken
without them...no public occasion could dispense
with their presence. In the professional office, in
the store, and in the shop, in the field and at the
fireside they were always to be found” (p. 84).2
Hard cider was usually self-made and quite commonplace, consumed through the workday and
with folks ensuring at least a cask or two was safe
in their cellar before the coming of the next hard
winter. By the late 1820s there were also five distilleries in Pawlet for the making of whiskey from
rye and corn, crops which became dominant after
successive wheat failures, and which could still
yield an animal feed even after alcohol had been
extracted.
But how did a culture so comfortable with alcohol
pivot so quickly that imbibing didn’t simply fall
out of favor, but was made illegal? In the 1820s, an
evangelical Protestant movement in America
termed The Second Great Awakening coincided

with other social trends which idealized rational
approaches to citizenship and governance as
well as moral development, and included efforts
to elevate society through the outlawing of slavery and alcohol; through this, the movements of
abolition and temperance became mainstream
in the North. Dr. Lyman Beecher, a Presbyterian minister in Connecticut, galvanized the temperance movement with his publication in 1826
of “Six Sermons on Intemperance,” a treatise
which was enormously influential in America
and abroad.3
By the mid 1830s, temperance groups numbered
in the thousands across the US, with membership in the millions. In the following decades,
publications and pamphlets educating about the
moral and physical costs of alcohol use prolifer-

The Drunkards

Progress4

ated (such as The Drunkard’s Progress,” above),
and signed temperance pledges with which men
renounced alcohol for life became commonplace.
The temperance movement influenced Vermont
strongly enough that by 1846 the General Assembly passed a law that took an annual county
-by-county approach to licensing alcohol sales
for the coming year. What followed over the next
few years was an uneven march towards nearly
all counties criminalizing alcohol sales (but with
little to no enforcement).
With Maine’s pioneering legislation in 1851, an
emboldened Vermont General Assembly pushed
towards its own version. Vermont’s “Liquor
Law” of 1852 passed the House with just a 91-90
majority. It outlawed the manufacture and sale
Signs of Change, continued on page 4
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of distilled spirits and beer, but allowed for communion wine and most hard ciders. A later
clause clarified that consumption of alcohol in
the home was lawful, provided it did not lead to
drunkenness. In the 1880s, hard ciders were
banned as well. State prohibition of alcohol was
erratically enforced and never universally popular. It has been argued that it decreased tourism
revenue and economic growth in the service industry, cut off a reliable stream of tax revenue,
and even harmed agriculture: at the time of
state prohibition, hops was one of the most commercially successful crops for the state, but this
was destroyed within a decade.5

vast majority of those significant mortality and
social costs.8

The Liquor Law was repealed in 1902, with a
return to “local option” licenses that allowed
towns to decide each year where they stood on
alcohol sales. But national tensions over alcohol
were still so fundamental to the moral and political definition of America that it became the only substance which has thus far been the concern of constitutional amendment: with the 18th
amendment, alcohol was made federally illegal
in 1919.

1.Chronological List of Dry States, https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Dry_state

National prohibition failed miserably by all accounts, leading to few changes in use but with a
significant rise in criminal activity and the loss
of tremendous revenues. With the Great Depression, public sentiment overwhelmingly turned
against prohibition at the same time governments became desperate for revenues. In 1933,
the 21st amendment was ratified, repealing prohibition.
The modern stats on alcohol do reveal some
startling truths all these years later: as the
third leading cause of preventable deaths in the
US,6 and with misuse costing society approximately $249 billion in 20107 it is an extraordinary threat to public health. That said, 30% of
American adults don’t consume alcohol at all,
while another 30% have less than one drink a
week on average. But the 10% who consume the
most (about 24 million people who have an average of 74 drinks a week) are responsible for the

Fortunately, we now have systems that can help
those who need it, rather than confusing addiction
with morality or ineffectively criminalizing alcohol
for all. If you or someone you care about would
like to find out more about treatment for problem
alcohol use, please visit this treatment navigator
from National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism for help: https://
alcoholtreatment.niaaa.nih.gov/. Like the road
signs of yesteryear, it may point you in the right
direction.
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