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SAVE THESE

DATES
Wed., August 16th :

A presentation by Luis Vivanco
Chriss Monroe Chapel at 7:00 pm

Sun., September 10th :
Ice Cream Social

Join us for sundaes on Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m.
Chriss Monroe Chapel

Sun., August 27th & Sun., Sept. 24th:
Open House at Braintree School

Bring the grandkids by to see the school !
Route 153 W. Pawlet from 2:00 – 4:00

Thurs, October 19th :
Getting from Here to There:

Getting from Here to There:

A History of Roads and Settlement in Vermont
The difficulties of traveling in Vermont played a
significant role in the state’s settlement, development,
culture and politics. But Vermonters weren’t always
eager to have good roads. Opposition began in 1753,
when the Abenaki joined forces with the French to
protest the building of a British military road along an
established Abenaki trail. Resistance to new roads has
continued ever since, from the Green Mountain Parkway
to the building of the interstates. Presenter Deborah Lee
Luskin will explore how the difficulties of traveling in
Vermont have played a significant role in the state’s
development, culture and politics.
Join us for this program on Thursday Oct. 19 th at
7:00 p.m. in the Pawlet Town Hall. Free, open to the
public and accessible to those with disabilities. This
program is sponsored by the Vermont Humanities
Council and the Pawlett Historical Society.

A History of Roads and Settlement in Vermont

Pawlett Historical Society

Of Wheelmen, the New Woman, and Good Roads:
Bicycling in Vermont 1880-1920
Wed. August 16th
at 7:00 pm
Chriss Monroe Chapel
Cemetery Hill Rd., Pawlet

OFFICERS
Stephen Williams

A presentation by Deborah Lee Luskin
Pawlet Town Hall at 7:00 p.m.

August 2017

Rose Smith

Marcia Russo

TRUSTEES
Judy Coolidge
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Marlee Mason
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Luis Vivanco explores the
fascinating early history of the
bicycle in Vermont, a new
invention that gained widespread popularity in the 1880s
& 1890s. By 1920 popular
interest in bicycles had waned,
but it had not just been a fad:
the bicycle was tied to
important changes in industrial
production, consumerism, new
road policies and regulations,
gender relations, and new
cultural ideas about automobility and effortless speed.
Free, accessible to those with disabilities, and open to the public. Visitors are asked to
park outside the cemetery fence and to walk the fifty yards to the chapel. However, those
for whom the walk might be difficult may be driven or drive up to the chapel door and
their cars parked within the cemetery fence.
This is a Vermont Humanities Council event hosted by the Pawlett Historical Society.

Membership Reminder August is renewal month for everyone! Our membership

chair Judy Coolidge reminds us to find the enclosed envelope and send it in soon, or
bring it to our next program. Consider giving a gift membership to a neighbor or someone
who has moved to a nursing facility. Your membership dues help to underwrite the cost
of the newsletter and preserve our community’s history.

Save the date for this upcoming event October 19th!

Getting from Here to There:

A History of Roads and Settlement in Vermont

Pawlett Historical Society
P.O. Box 113
Pawlet, Vermont 05761
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We have made good progress archiving and storing
the Society’s treasures! We plan to move some of them
this summer to their new home in the Chriss Monroe
Chapel.
Now to update you on the lithograph of West Pawlet
(1891) we mentioned in the last newsletter. Our plea
for information elicited a reply from Anna Jones. She
recalls that the map was found in the Jones homestead
and was donated by the family to PHS for safekeeping.
We thank this Pawlet family for their generosity and
keen interest in preserving important artifacts! We are
pleased to announce that Barry Meinerth has used his
connections to have reprints made from our copy and
that we shall offer them for sale for $10 each at our
upcoming events!
Sarah Rath

KINDERGARTEN

Steve Williams

The Pawlet Kindergarten Association, Inc.
& The Jennifer M. Hulett Memorial Field
by Judy Coolidge

As a trustee of the Pawlett Historical Society, one of my
tasks has been to work with the collection committee at the
North Pawlet School. While working there one day, we
came across some files from the Pawlet Kindergarten
Association, and I was asked to sort through them and
perhaps write an article for a future newsletter, as many

people in town probably are not aware that there ever had
been a private kindergarten in Pawlet. Since both of my
boys had gone through this kindergarten, I was happy to
take on the task.
It had been a dream of several young parents during the
early 1970’s to provide Pawlet children a kindergarten
education. Patsy Cramer, Mary Okin, Clifford Clark, Karla Ayers and many others set the wheels in motion and after
a great deal of legwork, the Pawlet Kindergarten Association, Inc. was born. By-laws had been established, state
permits had been obtained, a site had been located, a teacher hired, a curriculum established, furnishings obtained or
built, and kindergarten in Pawlet was going to become a
reality. In September 1975, with their chairs in hand, the
first group of five year olds began class in the Axel Neubohn house on School Street, Pawlet with Denise Gould as
their teacher. Tuition was set at $20.00 per month for ten
months. In addition, parents were expected to help with
fundraising, in the classroom, cleaning the building, or in
whatever area help was needed. The opportunity to attend
was open to all eligible students regardless of ability to pay.
Through many trials and tribulations, the first year passed.
For the first time in the history of the Town of
(continued on page 3)
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Pawlet twenty-two students were entering first grade
with a kindergarten education behind them.
In 1976 a new group of parents stepped up to the
plate. Another group of amateurs, Judy Knowles, Sally
Cleveland, Nancy Miller and myself, were faced with
finding another site, hiring a teacher, and raising money.
Charlie Shinn came to the rescue and offered the use of
the Barn Shop across the street from the Station Restaurant, Nancy Bryant was hired as a teacher, and in September the next group (also armed with their chairs) began their year of kindergarten. The biggest challenge the
group faced was fundraising. We sold raffle tickets, held
bake sales and bazaars, worked auctions for Bus Mars,
held square dances, constantly creating ways in which to
raise the funds to keep our little school operating.
By 1977 thanks to a couple of old-timers, Edward
Clark and Robert Graf, a permanent home was obtained
for the kindergarten. The Methodist church had been
renovated and was available for use, and no longer
would parents wonder where school would be
held. Each passing year got a little easier; eventually
chairs and tables, and so many other necessary supplies
could be purchased. The kindergarten gained a great reputation and soon parents from Wells, Rupert, Dorset, and
Danby wanted to have their children attend class
here. In 1978 the Town of Pawlet was petitioned for
$1000.00 from Revenue Sharing funds to assist with
expenses. This made a huge difference in the budget and
each year, thereafter, we could plan on this contribution.
Each year brought a new group of parents and students. Teachers came and went. The last teacher hired
was Judy Bremer from Wells who stayed with the kindergarten until it went public and then continued to teach
at Mettawee for many years. Over the years the townspeople began to realize the importance of an early education, and in 1984 it was voted to go public and the

kindergarten was added to the Pawlet Village School.
Ten years had passed and nearly one hundred fifty students from Pawlet and the surrounding towns had been
afforded a kindergarten education. We had come a long
way.
Among the most determined parents in the 1970’s was
Jennifer Hulett. She was a farmer’s wife, teacher, and
mom who realized the value of early education. All four
of her children attended the private kindergarten, and
when they moved on to the public school, she moved on
too. She was involved in the PTO where she served in
every capacity. Each fall a group of mothers could be
found around her dining room table assembling the PTO
calendar. She was instrumental in getting the first Apple
computers into the classrooms, getting new playground
equipment purchased and installed, always one of those
parents that teachers knew they could rely on. She was
also active in the Pawlett Historical Society and served
as a Justice of Peace in the town. The last few years of
her life, she served on the Pawlet School Board, always
dedicating herself to making a difference in the lives of
children. When she passed away in 1985, the Town had
lost one of its most respected and loved citizens.
Once the kindergarten went public, there were funds
remaining in the original Association, and a group of
directors was chosen to see how those funds would be
spent. It was decided each year to offer a scholarship to
a graduating senior who had attended the private
kindergarten. The board felt if they could offer a few
scholarships, they would be very happy. At the time of
Jennifer’s death, her family directed that memorial
contributions be sent to the Pawlet Kindergarten
Association, Inc. This made a great difference in the
scholarship funds available. The Jennifer M. Hulett
Memorial Scholarship in the amount of $300.00 was
awarded annually for twelve years. We had far exceeded
our goal. The last few years, the board started to see a
decline in the number of scholarship applications. With
funds still remaining, a decision had to be made as to
where in the community they could best be put to use.
We needed to remember Jennifer and her commitment to
education and thus approached the principal, Nancy
Mark, to get input on something that could be done for
the Mettawee Community School. The remaining funds
were put into the beautiful field The Jennifer Hulett Memorial Field we see at our school today.
At the formal dedication with the Hulett family present, the following was read: “It is with great pleasure
that the Pawlet Kindergarten Association, Inc. and its
former students and members have been able to be a part
of this dedication. We are so proud of all that our little
organization has accomplished over the years. We are
especially proud to have this field remain as a memorial
to a very special lady who gave so much of herself to her
community, and was one of the best friends education
could have had. May it be a place which will instill
many happy memories in the years to come.”

